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The brief for this project was to 
create a kayaking centre on the 
East bank of the Mur river in 
Graz. The site has been used as 
a meeting place for water sports 
in the past so the building we 
produced was to formalise this 
site and to bring in elements 
such as multifunctional spaces, 
changing rooms and race offices 
to cater for these events. Other 
elements were to be brought in 
on our tutor’s  instruction, off-grid 
capabilities were encouraged 
and the fact that the site was 
liable to flood at some point in 
our building’s life-time was also 
an important part of our design.

Graz is an interesting city to 
design for as its conservative 
attitude to protecting older 
buildings seems in complete 
contrast with the exciting and 
extremely experimental buildings 
that are scattered across the city 
centre. It is important to note, 
however, that though buildings 
such as the Kunsthaus and the 
MUMUTH exist in Graz, they 

do in their designs, reflect their 
surroundings and have been 
specifically and painstakingly 
designed to belong.

The site itself is very challenging 
with a major height change and 
limited space for foundations 
with a road running underneath 
the surface of the upper level. 
A major part of my design 
was designing a building that 
seamlessly blended into the 
bank, not visible from street 
level so as to concentrate its 
assocition with the river and the 
kayaking events themselves. The 
attitutude toward visibility has 
also influenced my materials, 
favouring a wood-heavy 
cladding that when weathered 
will appear grey and ... F-IX
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