
Essay Proposal

 I have chosen as my site the small 
space outside of Withington library. It is 
a meeting place of 5 roads and contains 
a small pedestrian area. My essay will 
revolve around the idea that this is a 
purely transitional space, with lots of 
estate agents fronting onto it and a bus 
stop the only thing that people properly 
utilise in the space.
 I will try and expound on theories about 
changing a space and to show examples 
of successful and less successful attempts 
to revitalise an urban area.
 I hope to compliment this work in this 
document with interviews with the site’s 
users to find what they think about it and 
if and how they would change it.
 Ultimately this essay will be a study 
of the library which does not have the 
community pull that it should. Finding a 
way to revitalise this aspect of the site 
could be key to its rejuvenation.



Appendix I: Sketching the Site

When setting out to sketch a moving site 
your style of drawing must adapt to the 
suit the challenge. Lines become quicker 
and more confident with less margin 
for error. But at the same time drawings 
will become more abstract, more 
diagrammatic, giving the impression 
of movement through the space rather 
than purveying realistic proportions.

Equally, drawing the site with the 
intention of ignoring its occupants has 
its own issues. Concentrating on the 
buildings and the site in plan in isolation 
would be misunderstanding the site and 
its complexities. Just as when drawing 
a market you must show the goods on 
show, this is a site that revolves around 
the paths made by people.



Appendix 2: Site Through Sound

Being such an active site the levels of 
sound can be loud, varied and hard to 
distinguish. I used a voice recorder to 
measure record sound while I filmed 10 
second clips of activity in the square.

Looking at them you start to realise how 
this space is defined by its sounds, buses 
create bulges as they stop and start 
marking out bus-stops, the cars mark 
out the roads and the sound of people 
talking and their shoes on the pavement 
clearly denote walking patterns.

It’s even possible to measure time in the 
site by sound just as with church-bells. 
The pedestrian traffic through the site 
is very regular so on average the traffic 
lights chime every minute and a half.

bus traffic lights cars bus stop talking on
phone

people having
a conversation

footsteps
in heels

bus stopping

doors brakes engine

Synesthesia is a condition where senses are 
blended and you can see colours. It has 
proved difficult to visualise but the usual 
occurrence is seeing colours when listening 
to music or dates and numbers are assigned 
colours.



Appendix 3: Sensory Notation

 Cold night, open the door still putting on 
my coat. I’m with two of my house mates 
and they’re giving each other stick about 
one thing or the other. I put on my hat, 
making sure to set it at such an angle as 
to not make me look like I’m going to 
rob a house.   The time is five to seven 
on a Wednesday evening. Being just 
before December the night is already 
dark with a couple of cars headlights 
lighting the street every minute or so. 
There are several street lights up but the 
one outside our house is broken.
 We walk down the road talking about 
football and how we should catch a 
match after term’s finished with, City or 
Utd. Two minutes later we emerge into 
Withington past the library and I leave 
my friends to go wait at the bus-stop. 
There has been a Christmas tree set 
up but it isn’t lit up, the same with the 
dismal Christmas lights on all the lamp-
posts, waiting for the proper time to be 
switched on.
 I wait at the traffic lights for a gap in 
the cars. Traffic is light tonight so I skip 
across pretty quickly and stop at the bus 
stop. There are a group of uni students 
standing huddled, talking about magic 
buses; I put in my earphones.
 I man pulls into the bus stop in a ford 
focus and dashes to the cash machine, 
a number 141 pulls up behind and 
the driver looks annoyed. I wait for 3 
minutes in which time four buses go 
past all of which are wrong number or 
wring type. When a 142 to East Didsbury 
finally arrives I wait for a man in a wheel 
chair to disembark and then I get on. It 
is warm and quiet on the bus and I take 
a seat at the and turn up my music.
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Appendix 4.1: Soundscapes
Keynote sounds:
According to Schafer’s descriptions, 
the sound of a car passing should 
be defined as a soundmark, a sound 
associate with a certain area eg. the 
road and tells you something about 
that area eg. how busy it is. However, 
due to the pure number of cars passing 
through the area we can appoint car 
noise to keynote sounds as it forms 
more of a back-drop to the scene, like 
the urban equivalent of birds in the 
tree canopy.

Signals:
The obvious one for this category is 
the traffic lights with their distinctive 
pitch and clear signal of an event. 
They can be heard across the whole 
sight but are not distinctive from other 
traffic lights and so cannot be defined 
as archetypal sounds. Another signal 
sound is the sound of buses starting 
and stopping, Manchester buses are 
poorly maintained and often are very 
loud. Large revving of their engines 
signify a bus-stop or a traffic light.

Soundmarks:
Many of the shops have chiming bells 
on the door that signal when someone 
has entered the building. These define 
both where the shop door is on site 
and your position in relation to it.
Other less static soundmarks are 
those made by peoples conversations, 
they inform you where the pavement 
is and also what is happening on site 
as peoples use of tone is often an 
indicator of time of day etc. quiet in 
the morning, loud at midnight after a 
few drinks

Archetypal sounds:
These are sounds with sociological 
context attached to them such as 
a horn indicating that someone or 
something is being obstructed. The 
sound that most interested me on 
site is also the most interesting from 
a sociological standpoint: Silence in 
a library. They command a standard 
of behaviour uncommon in the rest of 
society, mutual respect is commanded  
and silence upheld



Appendix 4.2: An Interview on Movement
Jack Hughes: This is the area I’m looking 
at, what are your first impressions?

Matthew Lambert: Quite quiet in terms 
of pedestrians, quite a lot of traffic 
going through, buses and the like. Not 
particularly much going on in terms of 
people’s movement. There are a few old 
people around and about 10 people 
waiting for the bus across the road.

JH: They’ve got a Christmas tree now, 
that’s nice.

ML: That is a very nice community 
feature, that’s a place for people to 
gather and think about the real meaning 
of Christmas.

JH: That’s beautiful. So now we’re going 
past the site into the more shoppy area, 
what kind of shops are you noticing?

ML: Quite a lot of takeaways, a couple 
of pubs, mainly takeaways actually. 
I guess that fits with the large student 
population around the area. Back 
behind us there were quite a few estate 
agents, obviously students move more 
or less every year, quite a few people 
coming out of halls.

JH: You quite often see that in 3rd year 
as well, people moving down; further 
away from the city centre.

ML: yeah, I’ve moved down away from 
Fallowfield myself and I know quite a 

few people doing Masters etc. who live 
out Didsbury-way.

[Traffic noise]

ML: In terms of traffic the road’s very 
congested, there’s a few parking 
spaces on the edges of the road but 
they’re pretty much all full, there are 
buses going by every 30 seconds or so 
and it’s just constant traffic. Really the 
road’s too narrow for the amount of 
traffic coming through from the outside 
of Manchester heading through to the 
city centre.

JH: The Library’s closed today, how do 
you think that this has impacted the site?

ML: Well, the library’s closed but it’s 
also a strike day for the public services 
so I guess that explains all the young 
families, kids on scooters that are on 
the pavements. Quite a busy high street, 
quite a few shops, got a stationary store 
back there so I guess people are bringing 
their kids here rather than Fallowfield 
which has quite a one-track mind when 
it comes to shops: takeaways and um 
that’s it. I think on a normal day though 
the library is a big pull in the area, it’s a 
free fun activity and it’s quite an active 
place, always something going on. 
Never been there myself, of course, but 
still...

JH: Alright I think that’s all, cheers for 
your time Matt



Appendix 5: Cartography
On the left you can see my 
attempt at drawing the site from 
memory and (right) my mapping 
when on-site. The memory map is 
angular and skewed, possibly due 
to normally viewing the sight from 
ground level whereas the on-site 
map is accurate and fairly well 
executed.

Below is my Lynch-esque 
imageability map. The dots denote 

residential areas, the horizontal lines, car-parks and car nodes and plain circles 
pedestrian nodes. The omission of roads shows a different perspective on the site.
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Appendix 6: Gifts + Exchange

The site, as mentioned before contains 
five estate agents set alongside each 
other. For this reason I decided to 
follow not material goods like fruit or 
merchandise but the passage of property 
through the hands of the estate agents.
I talked to three of the “stores” and was 
told that the normal amount of time a 
property can stay in the window is a 
month but some can be up for as short a 
time as two days. Every property is within 
the wider Manchester area and vary in 
size from three bedrooms to five. I chose 
to concentrate on the properties being let 
out rather than sold as more of a shop 
ownership is placed over them and so is 
different from the usual “purchase item” 
mentality.
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Appendix 6: Books on Site

The Withington Library on site reflects 
the multi-cultural nature of Manchester 
and particularly South Manchester 
with books written in Arabic, French, 
Persian, Polish and Urdu. It serves as an 
important hub for many of the young 
families around the area with many 
people crowding round the entrance 
just before opening time to collect or 
return books. Withington, compared 
with its neighbouring Didsbury, is not a 
particularly well off area and many of 
its visitors rely on the free internet and 
computer services to get online.
It forms a focal point in the community, 
running events such as coffee mornings, 
reading groups and childcare most days 
of the week.
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